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Linking together to help for the upcoming holidays  
By David Loos  
11/14/2001 

As one local charity is discovering, the legacy of Sept. 11 is having a direct impact on 
both the contributions and the numbers of those in need this holiday season.  
 
Preparing for its annual Thanksgiving and Christmas food, clothing and gift drives, LINK--an 
organization of 15 churches in Herndon, Sterling and Ashburn--is seeing a dropoff in contributions 
but a 25-percent increase in applications by families seeking aid. 
 
"We're down about 15 percent in individual donations," admitted LINK spokesman Mark 

Gunderman. "All in all we're doing okay, but the dropoff is almost definitely the result of the WTC 
[World Trade Center] bombings." 
 
At the same time Gunderman and coordinator Peggy DeWeese said the number of families and 
individuals requesting help over the holidays has increased dramatically. 
 
"Over Thanksgiving we're expecting to give out baskets to 800 people," Gunderman said. "That's 
up from 600 last year." 
 
As for Christmas, when the group will be busy distributing food and small gifts, Gunderman said he 
expects about 2,000 people to sign up for help. Last year the number was 1,200. 
 
"There has obviously been an effect," said DeWeese, who coordinates efforts at the Community 
Lutheran Church in Sterling. "We're receiving applications from many new people." 
 
Many of those in need have been directly affected by the recent economic downturn and layoffs, 
following Sept. 11, particularly airport employees. 
 
"There are a lot of service employees in trouble," explained Gunderman. "At the airport, people are 
losing their jobs and looking for any kind of assistance." 
 
Fortunately, said Gunderman, there is not a shortage of volunteers willing to donate their time at 
both events. 
 
When it was founded in 1972, LINK was an acronym for "Loudoun Interdenominational Network for 
Karing." The organization eventually spread to Fairfax County in 1975, increasing its support 
coverage to the Herndon community. LINK has been organizing the holiday charity drives for 
almost 20 years. 
 
LINK members include Herndon parishes St. Timothy's Episcopal, St. Joseph's Catholic, Holy 
Cross Lutheran and Herndon United Methodist. 
 
The holiday drives rely heavily on all three communities for donations and volunteers. The food, 
coats and gifts are donated by schools, businesses, community groups and individuals. 
 
This year's Thanksgiving Basket Day will be held Saturday, Nov. 17. Food will be distributed at 
Community Lutheran Church, and coats will be distributed at Sterling United Methodist Church, on 
Church Road near Sterling Boulevard. 
 
The Christmas Basket Day will take place Dec. 15, with the food distributed at Community 
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Lutheran, and gifts given out at Oak Grove Baptist Church on Hall Road in Sterling. 
 
Both events will take place from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
 
"With the food, it's kind of like a mini-supermarket," said Gunderman. "They come in and can select 
five days' worth of food based on their family size." 
 
Individuals or families can qualify for food, gift certificates, winter coats and small gifts by calling 
the LINK answering machine at 703-437-1776. 

 

©Times Community Newspapers 2007  
 
 

Email to a friend Post a Comment Printer-friendly Top

More Loudoun County Local News 

Loudoun County Local News

Ridgewater proposal fails 

Animal control issue still undecided 

Bilingual fifth-grader tops spelling bee 

Crunch time for transportation bill 

Horne hands down second Purcellville ruling 

More Business 

Business

Leesburg photo shop closes 

Lansdowne doctor tries new model for patient 
care 

New farming in the new Virginia 

Virginia is top state for business 

Business Briefs 

More Community 

Community

Odd Angles 

Sterling Park path will be closed to residents 

Torch Club stimulates intellectual 
conversation 

County to negotiate new Ida Lee agreement. 

Local dogs, handler earn therapy certification 

More Crime 

Crime

Attempted robbery suspect still at large 

Tornado safety tips 

More Government 

Government

Campaign kickoff parties 

Lansdowne might host war heroes 

Big plane to make big splash 

County notes 

Braddock Village denied 

More Now You Know 

Now You Know

From back issues of the Loudoun Times-Mirror

Matter of FACT 

Seeking volunteers 

Support local soldiers 

Habitat for Humanity seeks donations 

More Obituaries 

Obituaries

Stephen M. Davenport, Sterling 

Cecilia 'Ceil' Sullivan, Sterling 

Jerome 'Chip' Holmes, Ashburn 

How to submit an obituary 

Hazel Mae Bartlett, Formerly of Lovettsville More Opinion 

Opinion

No more discriminatory utility rates 

110th Congress off to fast start 

Keep government center in Leesburg 

Tired of riding in the back of the bus 

People

Military People 

Class Reunions 

Real Estate

Built for a family 

An uncluttered life 

Page 2 of 3Times Community Newspapers - Linking together to help for the upcoming holidays

3/26/2007http://www.zwire.com/site/news.cfm?newsid=2635240&BRD=2553&PAG=461&dept_id...



  

More People 

More Real Estate 

Ask Jay 

Properties Sold 

Real estate briefs 

More Sports 

Sports

Broad Run baseball continues hot start 

Dudinski to play football at La Salle 

Goal standard: Guillen leads Broad Run 
lacrosse title defense 

Finney takes Pride in her track skills 

More Towns & Villages 

Towns & Villages

Ashburn: Business scholars, Schools to 
Watch, theater and a concert 

Between the Hills: Easter services and a 
monthly luncheon 

Bluemont: Neighborhood fun, regards from 
Beth Reilly and a call for art 

Hamilton: KLB and Easter services 

Hillsboro: An auction, a flea market, 
'Treasures,' bluegrass and a flower sale 

More Youth 

Youth

Honors 

Youth 

Study finds county youth doing well 

FAA office donates to spray string project 

Click here to send us your community news, events, letters to the editor and other suggestions. Click here to read our privacy policy. 

Copyright © 1995 - 2007 Townnews.com All Rights Reserved. 

Page 3 of 3Times Community Newspapers - Linking together to help for the upcoming holidays

3/26/2007http://www.zwire.com/site/news.cfm?newsid=2635240&BRD=2553&PAG=461&dept_id...


